Book REVIEW 


FERNS OF THE WITWATERSRAND, by Florence D. Hancock and Annabelle 
Lucas, with pp. xiv + 94, and 32 black and white and 4 colour plates. Johan- 
nesburg: Witwatersrand University Press, 1973. R7-00. 


__ Although the Witwatersrand and the Transvaal Highveld in general are not endowed as 
richly with species of ferns and fern allies as some of the milder and more moist parts of South 
Africa, it still harbours an interesting range of these plants, namely 31 species. The book under 
review is comprehensive, well produced and a useful addition to South African botanical 
literature. Each species is described and competently illustrated, which should ensure accurate 
identification. Useful ecological notes are also included. 


There is an explicit introduction to the Ferns and Fern Allies in general, including their 
life histories and general ecology, the principal features of the main groups and their possible 
lines of evolution. An interesting and useful feature of the book is an illustrated key to the 
genera and species, normally only associated with continental European handbooks. The un- 
fortunate transposition of the legends to the Blechnum plates has been corrected by inserted 
corrigenda slips in the review copy, which might otherwise have evoked criticism. The reviewer 
also welcomes the inclusion in the appendix of what little data is available on the collection 
of an Isoetes, presumably J. giessii, from a locality between Springs and Dunnottar, which 
needs further investigation before the area is completely overtaken by industrial and urban 
development. 


It is clear that this book has been written for the intelligent amateur botanist on the Trans- 
vaal Highveld and the reviewer has no hesitation in strongly recommending that this book 
should be in the private library of anyone who has an interest in Transvaal Highveld plants. 


E. A. SCHELPE 
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